FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION
Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 10th September 2013 at 6.15pm at The Albert pub, Albert Street, Hebden Bridge
Present: Nina Smith (Chair), Lesley Mackay (minutes), David Taylor, David Storr and Diana Monahan
Apologies:  Susan Quick, Andy Grant, Mike Smith and Bob Deacon
Minutes of the last meeting:  Under the topic: Poetry Board, the minutes should read that ‘we might consider approaching the Grundy boys (accomplished young poets living locally).  Under the topic: Books for the Library the name of the contact person should be Rebecca, not Rachel.  With these two amendments, the minutes were approved as correct.
Matters Arising:
· Station Adopter:  Nina has heard nothing further from Northern Rail re the Station Adopter Kim Metcalf.

· Poetry Board:  The information received from Bob Deacon is to be forwarded to Diana Monahan and Nina Smith.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
· Books for the Library: Nina said that Rebecca had not yet been available in the shop when Nina had called.  Nina will try again.  Action:  Nina Smith
· Bank Account:  David Taylor was pleased to report that the application to the Co-operative Bank had now been approved.  Thanks were made to David Taylor for all his tenacity and perseverance in achieving this.

· Co-operative Community Grant application:  It was agreed that a meeting at Diana’s house between Diana, Mike Smith and David Taylor is to be arranged as our application can be progressed now we have a bank account  Action:  Diana Monahan
· “Friends of the Signal Box Group”:  After discussing the potential uses of the signal box after it becomes surplus in 2017, it was felt that an informal sub-group should be formed to see if it is feasible to take things forward.  Action:  not yet decided
· Northern Rail Outing:  Nina said we had been allocated four tickets for the East Lancashire Railwway visit on 14th September, rather than for the option we had requested.  Disappointment was expressed about members not being able to go on the Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway visit on 21 September, as this had been oversubscribed. One member had been greatly inconvenienced  as he had changed a planned activity on 21/9 to be able to go on the trip. Three members will go to the East Lancashire Railway.. A visit to the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway or the East Lancashire Railway is not generally very attractive to us, as we can easily go there at any time.    It was agreed to suggest to Northern Rail that all optional outings be on the same day, and that priority should be given to those further way from destinations, and that all outings should on the same day so that diaries could be kept free.  Destinations suggested for future outings were Crewe and Chester.  Action:  Nina
Working Parties Report:  These have been well attended.  One problem was that of cigarette ends which much time is spending picking up.  We need to ask Northern to reconsider their policies given the reality of cigarette smoking on Railway property/  It might be possible for the café to provide ashtrays.  It was agreed that Nina would write to Matt Gibson to ask about the provision of ashtrays.  Action:  Nina Smith

Carol singing:  
This will take place on either 18th or 20th December 2013 according to the availability of the groups of singers with whom David Storr undertook to check.  Action:  David Storr
Display of minutes:  After discussion it was agreed that we would display the agenda on our notice boards for the next meeting of the Friends rather than minutes which had not yet been ratified.  Action:  David Taylor and Lesley Mackay

Any other business:  

Blind copying of emails:  Lesley said that a member had requested that blind copies be sent.  This was causing problems because some members wished to send out information to all Friends of the Station.  It was agreed that the vast majority of the Friends were happy with open copies of emails which are visible to all.  It was agreed that Lesley would ask all Friends of the Station if they would prefer to have blind copies rather than be on an open distribution list.  Action:  Lesley Mackay
Socialising/Timing of meetings:  After discussion it was agreed meetings would  tart on time, but that socialising time would be set aside after meetings for members to talk about a whole range of railway or other issues.  
Traffic & Transport Task Group:  Lesley reported that a meeting would be held on 1st October 2013 with Ian Gray, Director of Economy & Environment at Calderdale MBC on Tuesday 1st October 2013.  The topics under discussion would include the lift at the station, the extension of the station car park and the creation of a Fully Integrated Transport Hub at the Station.  Anyone interested in attending should contact Lesley. Action: All
Ex-BTP officer:  Diana reported that she had made contact with a retired British Transport Police Office who wanted to come along to one of our meetings.  It was agreed that Diana should make contact and invite him to our next meeting.  Action:   Diana Monahan
Christmas Dinner:  The venue for our Christmas dinner (which would be held on the same evening as the carol singing) was discussed.  Nina volunteered to make further enquiries as to taccessibility at Old Gate.  Action:  Nina Smith

Date of Next Meeting:  Our next meeting will take place on Monday 21st October 2013 at 6.15pm in The Albert Pub, Albert Street, Hebden Bridge.
